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ABSTRACT 

Collection data are summarized for 27 species of spider mites (Tetrany­
chidae) collected from Georgia. Eotetranychus crossleyi, n. sp. and the 
female of Schizotetranychus camur Pritchard and Baker are described; 
Eotetranychus multidigituli (Ewing) is reassigned to the genus Platyte­
tranychus. Setal reductions on legs I and II of females and leg II of males 
of Tetranychus urticae Kock are reported and discussed. 
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The Tetranychidae ( spider mites) are one of the most destructive 
plant feeding mite groups. Mites of this family cause injury by piercing 
the plant epidermis with their cheliceral stylets. This results in a loss 
of contents in the punctured cells and ultimately in the death of the 
cells. Heavy infestations result in a blotching, stippling, or bronzing of 
the attacked leaves and leaf fall may occur. Crop yield reduction is 
common in severe infestations (e.g., Bacon, Lyons and Baskett, 1962; 
Fulton, 1957; Wilcox and Howland, 1957). The importance of these mites 
is indicated by the fact that they have been the primary subject of two 
review papers (Boudreaux, 1963; and Huffaker and McMurty, 1969), and 
have been discussed in review articles on mite transmission of plant 
virsuses ( Slykhus, 1965; Oldfield, 1970) . 

Despite the economic importance of the tetranychid mites, most dis­
tribution and host records to date come from only a few sources: i.e., 
Pritchard and Baker 1952, 1955, Tuttle and Baker, 1968. Faunal and 
host records for most states, including Georgia, do not exist. The pre­
sent paper lists the Tetranychidae collected in Georgia as a result of 
specific collections during the past year by the senior author and irregular 
collections over the past 10 years by the junior author. A list of host 
plants and the associated mite species is given in Table 1 . 

Superfamily TETRANYCHOIDEA Reck, 1952 

These prostigmatic mites are characterized by having long, needlelike 
chelicerae that are strongly recurved proximally and arise within an 
eversible pouch, the stylophore. This superfamily includes four families, 
of which two--Tuckerellidae and Linotetranidae-are of minor importance 
and have not been collected in Georgia. The remaining families, Tet­
ranychidae (true spider mites) and Tenuipalpidae (false spider mites), 
include a large number of serious pest species and both families are 
represented in Georgia. 
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